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According to M. Desjardins, there are more fundamental ques- 
tions than those relating to the divinity of Christ, or even to the 
existence of a personal God. Has mankind a destiny? Is there 
a law for human life ? Is duty a reality ? These are the deeper 
problems, and he argues for an affirmative, positive answer to them 
in a way that can hardly fail to persuade, and that refreshes the 
spirit as well. It is reassuring to hear, above all from France 
(which we commonly suppose to be given over either to superstition 
or to practical materialism, with elegant scholars like Renan, and a 
few philosophers or men of science, in between), such a cry, such a 
call. For one must not suppose that " Le Devoir Present" is a 
philosophical treatise (it would have limitations considered from 
that side) ; it is the call of an earnest spirit for a new moral life in 
the French nation, for new practical convictions, for a transforma- 
tion of individuals and society. 

The aim of M. Desjardins is not to destroy the old religions, 
nor is it to found a new religion. The primordial affair, he says, is 
not speculation on the universe, but conduct. Nor is his aim to be 
identified with that of philanthropic societies. It includes charity ; 
but it goes deeper than charity, — he wishes to touch and awaken the 
souls of men. He believes that working-people, as truly as others, 
might be inspired with a great aim, — might help themselves and 
help one another in various ways, and make the sacrifices and take 
the responsibilities, which are the only means of ennobling men. 
M. Desjardins believes in democracy, but is opposed to socialism. 
Very severe is he on the immoral literature with which France is 
flooded, and he hopes that art will be penetrated with a more serious 
spirit, a higher morality. At the outset a movement of opinion is 
alone desired ; but in time M. Desjardins hopes that the idea will 
incarnate itself somewhat as it has in America and England (and, it 
might be added, in the light of recent events, in Germany). No 
meagre notice like this — no notice of any sort — can give an idea of 
the charm and earnestness and persuasive power of M. Desjardins's 
little volume. It should be translated into English. 

Wm. M. Salter. 

Ethical Songs, with Music. New York : Henry Holt & Co., 1892. 

[London : T. Fisher Unwin.] 

This volume of one hundred and forty-seven songs is issued 
anonymously, but one of the compilers is understood to be Dr. 
Stanton Coit. It is the practical result, the compilers say, of a 
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vote passed by one of the clubs of the " Leighton Hall Neighbor- 
hood Guild," Kentish Town, London. The club wished for a 
collection of the best songs, with music, for singing at the graver 
meetings of the guild. It is not only fitted for this purpose ; it is a 
fine collection of stirring English verse, so admirably set to music 
that the thoughts expressed must take a deeper hold on any one, 
whether at home or in school or at a religious gathering, who sings 
or listens. There are verses by Chaucer, George Herbert, Shake- 
speare, and Sir Henry Wotton, and also by such recent writers 
as Clough, Longfellow, John Henry Newman, Matthew Arnold, 
Whittier, and Lowell. All are simple and undogmatic, and appeal 
to universal human sentiments. Most churches would require 
something more distinctly religious ; but all schools of an unsec- 
tarian sort (such as the public schools in the United States), all 
societies, clubs, guilds with a serious aim, and private families who 
wish to keep and perpetuate what is best in "family worship," 
under whatever changes of theological belief, would find the collec- 
tion suited to their needs. 

Its contents are arranged under three headings, — " Of the Inner 
Life," " Of Social Life," " Of Nature." There are such sub head- 
ings as these: "Truth to Conscience," "Happiness from Within," 
"Patience in Grief," "Quiet Work," "Self- Control," "Thankful- 
ness," "Progress," "Praise of the Good," "Freedom," "Hope," 
"Aspiration." The devoutest believer can object to nothing in 
the book ; no earnest person of any description can fail to be edi- 
fied by it. It points to the spiritual ground which may be taken by 
all good men in common, to the " one religion," of which Emerson 
said that "sensible men and conscientious men all over the world" 
belonged to it (whence his inference that a statement of religion 
was possible which made all scepticism absurd), "the religion of 
well-doing and daring," " of sturdy truth," "of integrity and 
feeling for others" (Works, vol. x., p. 215). To parents and 
teachers who are solicitous for the training of their children or 
pupils to high sentiments and noble conduct, "Ethical Songs" will 
be particularly welcome. Wm. M. Salter. 



